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Economics Research Paper 
  

As part of your assessment for the final term, a research paper has to be submitted by 
14th December 2015. You may work individually or form a team with a partner. (This 
means each team has at most two students). You may choose to write a research 
paper on any one of the topics suggested in the list. The paper must have a title page, 
main content, and references. The paper should be typed in font size 11 (Book 
Antiqua) and should be 3- 5 pages, excluding tables, diagrams and references 

Steps involved- 
1. Students select a general topic for research and make a list of key words to help 

search for information, and get an overview of their topic. 
2. Students become “research hounds” when they spend as much time as possible 

finding all the research available. This is probably the most time-consuming part 
of the research paper. Students refine their research subject and write a statement 
of purpose on their chosen topic. 

3. Students brainstorm questions about their focused topic, begin to create an 
outline and start thinking about the first draft. They list more key words, identify 
the best sources to use, begin making note cards, and create a “working” thesis 
statement. 

4. Students write the body of their paper from their outline and notes and then the 
introduction and conclusion. 

5. Students spend time finalizing the citations and completing the Works Cited 
page. 

6. Students now must carefully evaluate, revise, and proofread their paper. This is 
one of the most important parts of the process, and it’s also the one that students 
tend to do too quickly. Once finished with the laborious writing of the research 
paper, they must go through this part of the process more than once in order to 
submit their very best work. 

 
It is recommended that the first three steps must be completed during the 

summer break so that there is enough time to prepare and submit a great 
research paper. 
 
Suggested topics- 

1. Impact of MGNREGA on rural- urban migration in India 
2. Improved infrastructure due to construction of Delhi Metro and impact  on 

Delhi’s per capita income 
3. Link between poverty and crime in India 
4. Correlation between family income and educational attainment 
5. Link between taxes on tobacco and tobacco related deaths. 
6. Fertilizer subsidies and agricultural output in India 
7. Link between growth of IT sector and employment  
8. Contribution of the IT sector to exports in India 
9. A study on the banking sector in India as a result of globalization 
10. Impact of the New Economic Policy (1991) on the Balance of Payments 
11. Effectiveness of cash transfers versus direct subsidies 



 

 

12. Green revolution and its impact on agricultural output and productivity 
13. Trends in the dollar- rupee rate and Indian exports since  New Economic Policy  
14. Changes in interest rates in India and inflow of foreign exchange 
15. Indian government’s spending on education and health and GDP growth rate 

 
Please Note- 

1. Submissions after the deadline will not be accepted. 
2. Intentional plagiarism will not fetch the student any marks. 
The paper will carry 10 marks and will be assessed as follows- 

Rubric for Grading the Research Paper 
 

Outstanding Good  Fair  Unacceptable 

Visual 
Presenta- 

tion 

Cover page with relevant info, 

including descriptive title. 
Section headings. 

Good graphics, with 

appropriate citations. 
Clean and professional looking. 

Cover page.  
Sections headings. 
Graphics included. 

Professional looking. 

Most relevant 

information present. 
Some section headings, 

captions, or graphics 

used. 
Looks like H.S. paper. 

Dirty or ragged 

appearance. 
Missing titles, captions, 

headings, name of 

author. 
Not professional. 

Abstract 
Abstract is proper length. 

Highly informative, complete 

and easy to understand. 
Appropriate vocabulary is used. 

Abstract makes you want to 

read the paper. 

Abstract is proper 

length. 
Informative, complete 

and understandable. 
Appropriate 

vocabulary is used. 

Abstract is proper length. 
Somewhat informative 

and understandable. 
 

Abstract is not the proper 

length. 
Not very informative or 

understandable. 
 

Structure 
Thesis is clear, easy to find, 

and appropriate to the 

assignment. 
Thesis is supported by the rest 

of the paper. 
Paper contains a “roadmap” for 

the reader. 
There is a logical flow to the 

topics/arguments. 
Conclusion follows clearly 

from the arguments presented. 

Thesis is clear and 

appropriate.   
Thesis fairly well 

supported. 
Paper is fairly well 

organized. 
Conclusion follows 

from the rest of the 

paper. 

Thesis is fairly clear.  
Inconsistent support for 

thesis. 
Paper weakly organized. 
Conclusion is acceptable. 

Thesis unclear and/or 

inappropriate.   
Thesis not supported. 

Paper is not organized. 
Conclusion doesn’t 

follow from the rest of 

the paper. 

Research 
The evidence comes from a 

wide variety of valid sources. 
The bibliography is complete 

and reflects appropriate 

sources. 
The evidence used reflects 

multiple views. 

The evidence comes 

from valid sources. 
The bibliography is 

complete.  
The evidence used 

reflects multiple 

views. 

Valid sources are 

inconsistently used.   
The bibliography is 

missing some pieces. 
 

The evidence seldom 

comes from valid 

sources. 
The bibliography is 

missing significant 

information. 
 

Thinking 
Arguments are pertinent to the 

topic.   
Arguments are logical, 

supported with evidence. 
The key arguments have been 

made – no major points have 

been left out. 

Arguments are 

pertinent to the topic.   
Arguments are fairly 

logical and reasonably 

supported. 
Most key arguments 

have been made. 

Arguments are not 

consistently pertinent, 

logical, or supported. 
Few key arguments have 

been made. 

Arguments not pertinent. 
Arguments rarely, if at 

all, logical and 

supported. 
Almost no key arguments 

have been made. 

Interest 

factor 

Language and style appropriate 

for intended audience. 
Paper presents well-developed 

analysis and synthesis. 
There is nuance, inference and 

subtlety to the paper. 
Main points are memorable. 

 Reader is very engaged. 

Language and style 

appropriate. 
Paper presents 

reasonable analysis 

and synthesis. 
There is a little 

nuance, inference and 

subtlety. 
Main points clear. 
Reader is engaged.  

Language and style only 

fair. 
Less-developed analysis 

and synthesis. 
Nuance, inference and 

subtlety lacking. 
Main points present, not 

well made. 

Language and style poor. 
Analysis and synthesis 

lacking. 
Main points not 

discernible. 


